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Citv plunges forward, flushes
"y P problems away

g |Pump. The DeRagger senses the stress on the

%‘3\%‘1[;:;\3‘1; then shoots them out, and the ball
umps can handle sin; F assin:
through the blades, Penyg;’(}?;;i,&?{?w‘;ﬁm L\\ge
debris balls up that problems begin.

Chief Operator Benjamin Day said he even
ound a hammer caught up in a rag-ball. :

I have no idea how it got there, or how it ﬁ
was flushed,” he said. “But there it was: a full ! f
g hammer head bound up in the rags”

i A 2017 Public Works Department report
showed pumps required shut-downs an aver-
age of 21 times per week, due to rag-balls clog-
ging the system. Manpower, overtime, and
lequipment costs rose above $3,000 a week 1o
keep the system operating.
| Perry said, after the installation and cali-
bration of the DeRagger device more than
\eight months ago, the pumps have not needed
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Few people, when flushing their toxlegsr,,

57"6' much thought to where it all goes. h
lo some people think much about what they)
send into city's underbelly. :
“We have seen some pretty in

stuff floating around down there,
Director Felipe Garcia told the Herald-Press.
“Things you wouldn 't expect, like Lmderweal‘,
towels, and even a full nightgown |
It's hasn't amused Palestine Wast;ev;aﬁc_ar/
Treatment Supervisor Mark Fletcher and 15|
five-man crew. Disposable rags, baby-wipes,
make-up removers, anti-bacpena] Wlpes,fas
well as other non-flushable items Ilave{t or,
years, caused system failures in the ci ys‘l
wastewater treatment plant. Tl
The problem is noxious for the men who,

L "% :

i 1 - {a single shut down. That means the city has
II%'a{'gHgf’gdgf’gé in the system, wor, Il‘ielf e B 7ef9!e77 A After saved roughly $100,000 since its installation.
e ol s P ety iy, SOURTESY OF I OF PALESTIE e Prss more proacive A dopaciment, Porey soid
hands through razor-sharp impelle » Impeller at wastewater treatment facility, before and after installation of new “We' P o £ mh 5
and attempt to dzsIodie the lileOCkadge- ! DeRagger Il device. Py ee gic\ép‘%;agggl gxsxrwseta:\t:en&:dar{N ep‘};ri) 32; .
“We had to shut the system down an y " 3 \
remove the clogs by hand,” Garcia said. “It's designed to monitor the amperage, voltage and hertz into portable generators, so we can operate in

a tight fit. They don't make a glove thin enough to outputs in the pumps, senses any sort of overload. 1€ community when the power goes out”

protect our hands, so we had to do it bare-handed.”  When it happens, the device imglediately reverses DP}g;estm(ﬁ\sCthe first g‘W “‘: t'kY\‘exas %’e‘m%‘m \“‘Qx

. Thankfully, the City of Palestine decided a proac- the direction of the blades, sending the debris, know ¢Ragger l1. Crew members at the was wa‘(:x b
tive and permanent solution to the problem was nec-  as “rag balls,” outward, instead of sucking it in and gn\nk other cﬁxes Toﬂtl\f\fo\\ow\\ihe\g \eadg €y can&i
essary to save taxpayers money and ensure worker clogging the system. elp but smile when they talk about this piece o

safety. “Some of the rag balls are almost the size of my eq\flipment: It's made their lives a 1ot cleaner and

After years of research, the city contacted desk,” Public Works Director Tim Perry said. “The Saler. . A . :

Clearwater Controls, manufacturer of a retrofit rags collect plastic, other rags, some%es clothing p Its an &ncre(hb\e solution to an age-old problem,
device called the “DeRagger I1.” and assorted debris, and then get sucked into the * ™Y Sad.

roughly $5,000 electronic mechanism,




